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THE  MARRIAGE  RELATIONSHIP 

"The  picture  that  we  have  drawn  in  this  section  [The  True  Nature  of  Marriage]  is  a very 
different  one  from  that  presented  . . . where  we  are  concerned  with  actual  facts  of  present  day 
life.  Some  may  say  that  the  picture  is  hopelessly  idealised.  Nevertheless  we  believe  that  it  is 
only  as  men  and  women  come  back  to  fundamentals  and  think  more  clearly  about  love  and  sex 
and  marriage  that  we  shall  see  a solution  of  our  present  day  problems.  The  pursuit  of  selfish 
happiness  has  to  give  way  to  regard  for  the  happiness  of  another.  If  marriages  are  to  survive 
and  be  successful  they  must  be  based  on  an  understanding  of  the  true  nature  of  marriage.  And 
if  the  sexual  function  is  to  be  seen  in  its  full  glory  and  beauty,  it  must  be  as  an  expression  in 
terms  of  the  body  of  a deep  emotional  and  spiritual  unity.  Only  on  these  terms  can  there  be  any 
real  solution  of  the  problem  of  marriage  breakdown.  And  only  on  these  terms  can  marriage  and 
family  life  take  once  more  their  right  position  as  the  foundation  stone  of  our  whole  social  and 
national  life.”  The  Marriage  Relationship 


In  January  of  this  year  a pamphlet  called  "The 
Marriage  Relationship”  was  published  by  London 
Yearly  Meeting.  It  has  attracted  attention  and  de- 
serves it.  The  numbers  of  well  qualified  Quakers 
who  served  on  the  commission  responsible  for  it 
make  an  impressive  list.  (There  were  14  men  and 
women,  of  whom  four  are  doctors  and  three  are 
actively  engaged  in  Marriage  Guidance  work.)  The 
length  of  time  and  amount  of  discussion  which  went 
into  the  writing  of  the  report  give  it  added  value 
as  the  well  seasoned  product  of  group  thinking. 

When  we  see  another  title  in  the  vast  library  of 
a subject  like  "Marriage”,  the  question  rises,  "Is 
this  book  necessary?  What  was  the  unique  idea 
here  which  had  to  be  expressed?”  This  report  has 
as  its  emphasis  a religious  and  Quaker  view  of 
marriage.  Facts  and  practical  suggestions  from  tech- 
nical sources  have  been  used  wisely.  No  new  dis- 
coveries have  been  presented;  no  original  solutions 
to  problems  offered;  almost  any  of  the  ideas  might 
be  found  in  another  treatise.  But  the  constellation  of 
ideas  found  here  is  an  important  one  and  is  a good 
demonstration  of  how  "a  renewed  life  of  the  spirit” 
can  use  the  tools  of  medicine,  psychiatry  and  soci- 
ology. 

The  report  has  three  separate  divisions:  Marriage 
and  the  Family  today;  The  True  Nature  of  Marriage; 
Conclusions  and  Recommendations.  The  first  section 
gives  a gloomy  picture  of  the  state  of  affairs  in 
England  and  Wales.  Statistics  show,  for  example, 
that  the  divorce  rate  was  multiplied  by  four  in  the 
five  years  from  1942  to  1949.  Factors  contributing 
to  the  situation  are  considered  in  detail  and  show 
a good  understanding  of  social  conditions  by  the 
members  of  the  Commission.  Practically  every  weak- 
ness, error  or  evil  in  society  which  touches  a mar- 
riage is  here.  Check  the  list  for  yours! 

"The  True  Nature  of  Marriage”  presents  the 
opposite  kind  of  picture.  Here  we  have  a descrip- 
tion of  what  marriage  and  family  can  be  when  the 
obstacles  described  previously  are  avoided  or  over- 


come. We  are  reminded  of  the  kinds  of  work  and 
effort  which  go  into  achieving  perfect  marriage.  It 
is  near  the  end  of  this  section  that  we  find  a brief 
discussion  of  divorce: — a section  which  has  led  to 
considerable  controversy  in  the  columns  of  the  Lon- 
don Friend.  Here  we  see  the  method  at  work  which 
examines  a situation  in  search  of  Truth.  The  con- 
clusion is  drawn  that  we  must  recognize  the  fact 
that  very  regretably  human  failures  do  occur  in  spite 
of  the  best  help  available.  "Then  there  can  be  little 
reason  for  keeping  within  the  bonds  of  legal  mar- 
riage two  people  between  whom  no  spiritual  mar- 
riage exists.” 

The  conclusions  and  recommendations  of  the 
third  section  consist  of  a discussion  of  sex  education 
which  begins  in  early  childhood  and  preparation  for 
marriage  as  young  people  approach  that  milestone. 
Other  topics  considered  are  creative  activity,  neigh- 
borliness, religious  background.  There  is  a discus- 
sion of  the  effects  of  social  services  on  the  family 
which  may  seem  to  apply  to  us  in  America  less  than 
any  of  the  other  topics  discussed.  However,  I think 
we  should  not  pass  over  this  area  too  quickly  just 
because  here  the  State  is  not  providing  "amenities”. 
There  are  other  circumstances  which  while  differing 
in  different  families  and  which  may  apparently  be 
relieving  a burden  at  the  same  time  unless  the  Meet- 
ing and  friends  are  alert  may  also  be  defeating  a 
fundamental  relationship. 

I am  not  sure  what  groups  will  provide  the  read- 
ing public  for  this  report.  It  would  seem  that  it 
would  be  useful  in  helping  young  people,  who  are 
interested  in  discussion  groups  on  subjects  related 
to  marriage  in  formulating  their  ideals  about  what 
they  hope  to  gain  from  marriage  as  well  as  to  give 
to  it.  Many  married  couples  will  profit  from  read- 
ing it — those  who  are  accomplishing  a degree  of 
success  as  well  as  those  who  are  needine  encourage- 
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ment.  Engaged  couples  should  be  exposed  to  it, 
though  it  seems  that  often  the  ones  who  need  to  be 
warned  about  trouble  ahead  in  certain  areas  are  un- 
willing or  unable  to  see  the  need. 
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When  the  Associated  Press  carried  the  news  in 
this  area  of  the  Commission’s  report,  it  assumed 
that  the  report  would  be  of  general  public  interest 
under  the  headline,  "Quakers  Study  Sex”.  Pro- 
bably its  greatest  importance  is  that  it  is  a view  of 
marriage  reported  by  a responsible  group  of  Quakers 
who  have  looked  at  the  problems  in  that  search  for 
Truth  which  characterizes  the  Friends’  approach  to 
life  at  its  best. 

Marguerite  Wells 


THIS  ISSUE 

This  issue  which  contains  two  major  reviews  of  im- 
portant writings  for  Friends  is  indebted  to  Russ  Freeman 
(25  Jeppeson  Drive,  Eugene,  Oregon)  and  to  Marguerite 
Wells  (516  West  Longden,  Arcadia,  Calif.)  for  their 
careful  and  thought-provoking  work.  Both  the  pamphlet, 
"The  Marriage  Relationship”  and  Dr.  Ross’  book  may 
be  obtained  through  the  Friends  Bulletin. 


AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

The  Southern  California  Regional  office  is  offering  three 
summer  institute  programs  which  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  attractiveness,  but  fortunately  come  chronologically. 
First  comes  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Institute  of  International 
Relations  at  Whittier  College,  June  27  to  July  4.  The 
Retreat-Workshop,  which  was  held  last  year  at  Red- 
lands is  planned  this  summer  at  the  beautiful  Camp  Ocean 
Pines  near  Cambria  California,  (overlooking  the  ocean, 
236  miles  north  of  Los  Angeles.)  A.  J.  Muste  will  help 
lead  a work-worship-study  program  designed  primarily  for 
those  who  are  already  active  in  work  of  reconciliation  in 
their  communities.  Dates  are  July  28  to  August  4. 

Something  new  and  very  important  has  been  added  to 
the  peace  program  in  the  first  AFSC  Family  Institute  held 
August  5 to  12  in  cooperation  with  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation.  Meeting  in  the  Pinecliff  Springs  Camp  in 
the  San  Bernardino  Mountains  75  miles  east  of  Los 
Angeles  twenty-five  families  will  combine  recreation,  classes 
with  daily  worship.  Provision  in  program  and  expenses 
will  be  made  for  children. 

* * * 

This  Regional  office  recently  announced  _ the  appoint- 
ment of  Walt  Raitt  (at  present  Student  Christian  Associa- 
tion worker  at  College  of  Pacific,  Stockton,  Calif.)  to  the 
position  of  College  Program  Secretary  and  Robert  Gray 
(former  Material  Aids  Secretary)  to  Work  Projects  Secre- 
tary with  responsibility  for  work  camp  program. 


Harold  Winchester  (535  South  Hoover  St.,  Los 
Angeles  5,  California)  has  been  conducting  the  first 
Workshop  of  the  recently  formed  Creative  Maturity  Group 
which  is  concerned  "...  primarily  with  the  vital  problem 
of  which  the  U.S.  is  just  now  becoming  aware,  namely, 
that  most  people  do  not  mature  but  merely  grow  old  . . . 
America  worshipping  the  cult  of  Youth  tends  to  put  its 
older  citizens  on  the  shelf  of  life,  both  industrially  and 
socially.  This  attitude  is  all  too  often  reflected  in  the 
thinking  of  the  adult  who  thus  tends  to  envision  life  after 
fifty  as  a sad  and  swift  decline  into  an  unhappy  and  un- 
productive senility.  The  Creative  Maturity  Group  aims 
through  an  adult  education  program  to  work  toward  the 
complete  reversal  of  this  trend  of  thinking  and  to  empha- 
size the  decided  compensatory  advantages  of  one’s  adult 
years.”  The  curriculum  will  include  training  in  self- 
knowledge,  goal  selection,  physical  re-education,  memory 
training  and  creative  writing. 


CORRECTION  OF  MEETING  LIST 

The  Wider  Quaker  Fellowship  Group  in  Claremont 
meets  regularly  at  5:00  on  Sunday  afternoons. 


YOUNG  FRIENDS  NEWS 

Nelly  Trocme,  French  House,  Oberlin  College,  Ober- 
lin,  Ohio  is  planning  a student  tour  through  France  in  July. 
Number  of  participants  is  limited  to  15  and  the  tour  is 
under  the  auspices  of  the  World  Studytours  of  the  Colum- 
bia University  Travel  Service,  New  York.  Nelly  Trocme 
is  the  daughter  of  Andre  Trocme,  F.O.R.  leader  and  the 
tour  will  include  their  home  village  of  Chambon  sur  Lig- 
non  where  the  College  Cevenol  with  its  international 
school  and  work  camp  is  located  . . . Ruth  Taber,  chair- 
man of  the  American  Young  Friends  Committee  which  is 
the  youth  section  of  the  Friends  World  Committee — -Amer- 
ican Section,  writes  an  appeal  for  support  of  the  new 
committee.  "Are  you  interested  in  assisting  the  only  young 
Friends  group  which  seeks  to  bring  together  the  youth  of 
every  Yearly  Meeting  in  America?  In  January  of  this 
year,  the  American  Young  Friends  Fellowship  dropped  its 
affiliation  with  the  American  Friends  Fellowship  Council 
to  become  the  Youth  Section  of  the  Friends  World  Com- 
mittee for  Consultation  (American  Section).  Yearly  Meet- 
ings will  be  requested  to  appoint  official  representatives 
to  it  at  the  same  time  that  members  of  the  Friends  World 
Committee  are  named.  While  the  affiliation  and  name 
have  changed  the  purpose  and  program  will  remain  essen- 
tially the  same,  namely:  to  encourage  religious  inter- 
visitation among  Friends  and  young  Friends,  to  develop 
the  life  of  the  Spirit  and  to  further  His  Church.”  A 
quarterly  journal  entitled  "The  Young  Friend,  An  Inde- 
pendent Quarterly  Journal  by  and  for  young  Friends”  is 
published  from  the  offices  at  20  South  12th  St.,  Philadel- 
phia 7,  Penna. 


CAT  AND  MOUSE 

Caleb  Foote  (Central  Committee  for  Conscientious 
Objectors.  2006  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia  3,  Penna.) 
writes  an  urgent  appeal  for  public  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment’s proceeding  to  a third  prosecution  of  25  year  old 
Amos  Brokaw  of  Muncie,  Indiana.  Brokaw,  who  has  a 
family  of  three  children,  has  served  two  sentences:  one  at 
McNeil  Island,  Wash.,  for  walking  out  of  the  govern- 
ment camp  at  Lapine,  Oregon  and  a four-months’  term 
at  Mill  Point,  Va.,  for  refusal  to  register.  Caleb  writes: 
"The  5th  Amendment  . . . provides  . . . nor  shall  any 
person  be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put 
in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb.  This  constitutional  safeguard 
has  been  disregarded  in  'cat  and  mouse’  prosecutions  of 
conscientious  objectors  because  technically  a new  offense 
is  concocted  each  time  a c.o.  is  to  be  imprisoned.  Thus 
Brokaw  cannot  be  imprisoned  again  for  failing  to  register, 
but  by  sending  him  a questionnaire  his  draft  board  makes 
it  perfectly  legal  to  put  him  in  jeopardy  again  for  his 
anti-war  beliefs.  The  ingenuity  of  bureaucracy  is  such  that 
this  process  can  be  continued  for  as  long  as  Brokaw  is 
subject  to  the  law  . . .”  Letters  to  the  Att.  General  J. 
Howard  McGrath  in  Washington,  letters  to  newspapers 
and  statements  from  groups  will  be  helpful  when  widely 
publicized.  This  kind  of  persecution  can  be  done  only 
away  from  the  knowledge  of  the  general  public. 


The  Friends  General  Conference  at  Cape  May,  New 
Jersey  will  be  held  this  summer,  June  23-30  and  George 
A.  Walton,  chairman,  hopes  that  there  may  be  attenders 
from  the  west  coast.  For  further  information  write  to 
1515  Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa. 


Receipts  for  subscriptions  to  the  Friends  Bulletin 
hit  an  unprecedented  low  last  month.  How  are  your 
receipts?  Soon  you  will  be  getting  an  annual  re- 
minder, unless  we  have  heard  from  you  recently. 
Won  t you  help  by 

"at  least  a dollar” 

Friends  Bulletin 
714  W.  California 
Pasadena  2,  Calif. 
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BERKELEY  L O 

The  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting  has  grown  a great 
deal  in  recent  years,  and  the  last  list  of  members, 
attenders  and  their  families  numbers  close  to  200. 

A few  years  ago  fifty  on  our  list  of  names  was  con- 
sidered many.  Now  that  number  regularly  attend 
the  meetings  for  worship  as  compared  with  the  ten 
or  twelve  in  the  thirties. 

Numerical  strength,  however,  is  not  the  Friendly 
way  of  interpreting  spiritual  power  and  influence. 
Spiritual  power  is  an  elusive,  intangible,  mystical 
quality,  potent  in  spite  of  its  intangibility.  In  the 
long  run  no  individual  can  exert  spiritual  influence 
in  the  community  where  he  or  she  lives  unless  the 
house,  the  body,  is  in  order.  The  person  must  func- 
tion spiritually  and  intellectually  on  a sound  physical 
basis,  and  this  also  applies  to  the  House,  the  meeting- 
place,  of  a group. 

It  certainly  applies  to  the  meeting  place  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  of  the  Vine  and  Walnut 
Streets  Meeting  in  Berkeley,  California.  It  has  now 
become  too  small  for  the  activities  of  the  Meeting 
and  it  has  been  necessary  to  add  a story  to  the  Meet- 
ing House.  This  addition  is  now  in  the  process  of 
completion,  although  there  is  still  a way  to  go  as 
yet.  The  improvement  is  being  achieved  by  digging 
through  the  embankment  on  which  the  Meeting 
House  is  built  and  by  digging  underneath  the  Meet- 
ing House  itself.  Facing  Walnut  Street  and  looking 
towards  the  West,  two  large  First-day  School  rooms 
will  be  added  to  the  structure.  Above  these  rooms, 
and  connected  with  them  through  a stairway,  is  the 
dining-room  that  is  also  the  store-room  and  work- 
room for  the  women  from  the  Meeting  who  sort 
and  repair  donated  clothing  for  overseas  shipment 
by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee. 

The  Children  Must  he  Cared  For 

It  is  actually  the  increasing  number  of  children 
belonging  to  the  Meeting  that  has  necessitated  this 
expansion  of  the  Meeting  House.  At  present  the 
children  are  being  cared  for  and  instructed  during 
meeting  hours  in  rooms  close  to  the  hall  where  meet- 
ings for  worship  are  held,  and  sometimes  the  prox- 
imity of  healthy  youngsters  not  yet  disciplined  in  the 
Quaker  tradition  of  quietness,  creates  somewhat  of  a 
disturbance  in  meeting,  a disturbance  of  the  kind 
that  diverts  the  thoughts  of  Friends,  about  to  deliver 
a message,  into  other  channels  and  onto  another 
plane. 

When  the  building  project  is  completed,  the  chil- 
dren will  be  by  themselves,  a story  below  the  floor 
of  the  hall  where  meetings  for  worship  are  held  and 
serenity  and  quietness  will  again  pervade  the  atmos- 
phere during  the  morning  meetings. 

We  Need  Help 

Many  of  the  Friends  Bulletin  readers  have 
visited  the  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting.  It  is  stra- 
tegically located  on  the  eastern  shore  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  and  it  is  an  essential  link  in  the  chain  of 
homes  of  religious  groups  in  the  famous  California 
city  of  115,000  inhabitants.  Friends  traveling  to  and 
from  the  Orient  usually  stop  over  in  Berkeley  to 


OKS  AHEAD 

attend  the  Meeting.  The  Meeting  is  old  enough, 
about  30  years,  to  have  traditions  and  in  a sense  the 
Friends  Meeting  in  San  Francisco  is  a child  of 
Berkeley  Meeting. 

All  Friends  Meetings  in  the  world  are  indispen- 
sable as  Quaker  embassies  and  where  Meeting 
Houses  stand  forth  as  silent,  daily  witnesses  to 
Quakerism  they  should  be  dignified  and  beautiful. 

When  the  building  operations  are  completed  the 
Berkeley  Friends  Meeting  House  will  be  bigger  and 
better.  It  will  be  substantially  improved  by  gifts 
from  Friends  and  friends  of  the  Friends.  Construc- 
tion began  on  March  27th,  1950  when  there  was 
$1,700  in  the  building  fund.  This  is  just  enough 
to  build  the  foundation  and  the  supporting  con- 
crete walls  and  to  lay  a new  floor.  From  there  on 
the  Berkeley  Meeting  proceeds  in  faith.  Will  you, 
who  read  these  lines,  give  a helping  hand,  as  the 
men  of  the  Meeting  are  giving  helping  hands  with 
necessary  physical  labor? 

The  world-wide  citadel  of  Quakerism  is  strength- 
ened with  every  sign  of  healthy  growth,  and  Quaker- 
ism in  California  and  on  the  entire  Pacific  Coast  is 
now  growing  and  expanding  along  healthy  lines. 
Friends  who  feel  that  a forward-looking  Friends 
Meeting,  that  proceeds  forward  in  faith,  is  worthy 
of  support,  are  cordially  invited  to  help  the  Berkeley 
Friends  Meeting  Building  Fund  by  forwarding  their 
contributions,  large  or  small,  to  Otto  Heck,  1716 
Hearst  Avenue,  Berkeley  3,  Calif.  As  you  may  know 
the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  he  held  in  Berkeley, 
August  17-20  and  the  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting 
hopes  to  have  the  building  completed  by  that  time. 

Peter  Guldbrandsen 


UNIVERSITY  MEETING,  SEATTLE 

Seatde  Meeting  is  looking  forward  to  dedicating  the 
new  Meeting  House  early  this  summer.  Benjamin  Dar- 
ling reported  to  the  March  monthly  meeting  that  labor 
and  materials  for  the  building  had  cost  to  date  $6,654  and 
an  estimated  $8,000-9,000  more  would  be  needed.  Members 
and  Friends  are  urged  to  make  contributions  and/or  loans 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  Meeting,  Sarah  Pullar.  A com- 
mittee has  been  named  to  plan  the  dedication  meeting 
and  it  is  hoped  that  Gilbert  Kilpack,  Extension  Secretary 
for  Pendle  Hill,  who  will  be  in  the  northwest  this  sum- 
mer, may  be  present  for  this  occasion  . . . David  and 
Della  Walker,  1704  30th  Ave.,  South,  Seattle  8,  are 
home  from  Palestine  with  movies  of  Palestine  . . . The 
Northwestern  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  at  Salem,  March 
25th  & 26th,  with  Charles  and  Margaret  Coe,  Floyd 
Schmoe  and  Don  and  Alura  Dodd  representing  University 
Meeting.  The  Quarterly  Meeting  authorized  a letter  to 
President  Truman  which  would  express  Friends’  con- 
demnation of  the  manufacture  of  the  H-Bomb.  The  next 
quarterly  meeting  will  be  in  July  in  Seattle. 


Birth: 

David  Homer,  4/2/50,  to  Ruth  and  James  Cox, 
1825  N.  Los  Robles,  Pasadena  6,  Calif. 

Married: 

Ruth  Jensen  and  Walter  Coppock,  4/8/50,  after 
the  manner  of  Friends  at  Orange  Grove  Meeting 
House,  Pasadena,  California.  At  home  471  Lassen 
Avenue,  Los  Altos,  California. 
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PALO  ALTO  MEETING 

Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting  held  a retreat  at  Hidden 
Villa  Ranch  over  the  weekend  April  14-16  with  about 
sixty  persons  attending  including  20-25  children.  Orville 
Mendenhall  from  Whittier  conducted  the  discussions. 
He  emphasized  the  two  great  commandments  of  Jesus: 
"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart 
and  all  thy  strength  and  all  thy  soul  and  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.”  Present  also  was  Dr.  Daishiro  Hidaka,  Director 
of  the  National  Research  Institute  of  Education,  284 
Chojamary  Kamiosaki,  Sliinagawo  - Ku,  Tokyo,  Japan. 
Dr.  Hidaka  was  formerly  minister  of  education.  He  has 
been  in  the  U.S.  visiting  colleges  and  universities.  Be- 
cause of  his  interest  in  Quakerism  he  made  the  long 
trip  to  Maine  to  visit  Rufus  Jones’  home  and  to  see  his 
library.  His  words  to  Palo  Alto  Friends  moved  us  so 
deeply  we  should  like  to  share  them  with  Pacific  Coast 
Friends.  Dr.  Hidaka  said  in  part: 

"As  an  informal  but  quite  natural  representative  of 
many  Japanese  people,  let  me  speak  some  words  of  sin- 
cere gratitude  to  the  American  Friends  . . . The  year  be- 
fore last  in  a hot  summer  as  I was  at  that  time  an  official 
of  the  Ministry  of  Education  I went  to  Yokohama  as  an 
official  representative  of  many  school  boys  and  girls, 
teachers  and  parents  to  express  our  hearty  appreciation  for 
the  valuable  gifts  of  many  goats  through  the  L.A.R.A. 
activity. 

"After  my  salutation  an  American  representative,  a 
young  gentleman  Goodman  by  name,  stood  up  and  began 
to  speak.  'Sorry  to  say,  today  is  the  day  of  dreadful 
destruction,  but  we  have  come  for  Construction.  Please 
remember  we  have  thoroughly  endeavored  for  the  peace 
of  the  world  but  have  failed.  With  shame  we  are  aware 
of  the  fact.  But  don’t  forget  that  there  are  some  Amer- 
icans who  never  cease  to  strive  for  the  Peace  of  the  World. 
The  goats  are  the  mere  token  of  our  hearty  apology  for  this 
failure.’ 

"Such  was  the  purport  of  his  speech.  I did  remember 
what  August  6th  means,  but  I did  not  think  proper  to 
touch  such  a date  in  such  a case.  But  he,  mentioning  the 
date,  condescended  to  express  his  deep  warm  humane 
sympathy  with  us.  The  speech  was  far  more  eloquent, 
rich  and  influential.  On  listening  to  these  words  I could 
not  but  stand  up  again  to  recite  the  23rd  Psalm.  Struck 
by  his  religious  humble  and  noble  spirit,  I became  rather 
ashamed  of  my  past  active  endeavor  in  the  service  for 
our  country  during  the  war.  At  the  same  time  I felt  so 
close  to  his  heart  that  I was  quite  naturally  reconciled 
with  every  one  and  was  completely  warmed,  consoled  and 
encouraged  in  the  face  of  severe  difficulties.  In  short,  I 
found  a lot  of  invisible  friends  in  America  and  Canada. 

"This  is  a mere  example  of  my  own  experience.  In 
theory  I well  understand  that  patriotism  is  by  no  means 
the  supreme  principle,  but  in  practice  I and  most  of  our 
fellow  countrymen  were  forced  to  compromise  with  the 
overwhelming  actual  powers  in  the  name  of  patriotism 
...  I confess  I have  yet  much  of  patriotic  elements  in  my 
heart,  but  I do  know  that  these  elements  must  be  purified 
by  true  Christian  humanism.  Without  this  purification, 
patriotism  may  be  a disaster  to  one’s  own  country  as 
well  as  to  the  whole  world. 

"In  the  midst  of  the  total  defeat  of  our  country  I 
mourned  over  the  sacrifice  of  so  many  young  people  and 
I said  good-by  co  the  past.  We  prayed  that  we  might 
under  the  blessed  influence  of  Divine  Love  have  a new 
birth  if  our  country  should  perish  from  the  earth.  We 
can  expect  in  our  future  many,  many  difficult,  severe  and 
delicate  problems,  but  we  should  like  to  be  calm,  con- 
sistent and  bold  in  the  cause  of  the  peace  of  mankind. 
Please,  help  us.” 


ORANGE  GROVE  MEETING,  PASADENA 

Ruth  Wendt,  (2x96  Navarro  Ave.,  Altadena,  Calif.) 
leaves  June  5 from  New  York  to  spend  three  months  in 
Germany.  She  will  visit  Friends  Meetings,  centers  of 
A.F.S.C.  activity  and  her  family  . . . Coming  in  June  with 
his  family  will  be  Frederick  B.  Tolles,  librarian  in  the 
Friends  Historical  Library  at  Swarthmore  College,  to  spend 
a year  in  the  Huntington  Library.  Frederick  Tolies  was  a 
member  of  the  A.F.S.C.  committee  which  make  the 
American-Russian  study  and  report  . . . After  a period 
of  not  serving  lunch,  it  has  been  decided  to  resume  them 
with  the  difference  that  an  expense  sharing  of  25c  for 
adults  and  15c  for  children  will  be  requested. 

^ ^ ^ 

BERKELEY  MEETING 

Ella  Mary  Martine,  451  Michigan,  Berkeley,  Calif., 
has  transferred  her  membership  to  Berkeley  Meeting  from 
the  San  Francisco  Meeting  . . . The  Peace  and" Social 
Action  Committee  recently  sent  a letter  to  Governor  War- 
ren stating  opposition  to  the  loyalty  oath  . . . Parents  are 
studying  together  the  writing  of  Ernest  Ligon  with  the 
particular  help  of  Mary  Jorgensen,  Marge  Leavitt  and 
Elizabeth  Morrissett. 

# % ^ 

YEARLY  MEETINGS 

The  Calendar  of  Yearly  Meetings  for  1950  is  now 
available  for  distribution  free  through  the  Friends  World 
Committee,  American  Section,  20  South  Twelfth  Street, 
Philadelphia  7,  Penna.  This  gives  the  dates  and  places 
of  the  Yearly  Meetings  around  the  world.  Friends  Centers 
aie  also  listed.  This  is  very  helpful  for  Friends  who  are 
traveling  abroad,  or  who  wish  to  visit  Yearly  Meetings  in 
their  own  country. 


HOUSES  FOR  HIROSHIMA 

The  following  quotation  is  taken  from  a letter  recently 
written  by  Floyd  Schmoe  to  those  who  participated  last 
year  in  the  House  for  Hiroshima  project: 

"About  a year  ago  we  wrote  you  a letter  telling  about 
our  desire  to  build  a home  for  a family  in  Hiroshima 
who  had  lost  their  home  by  the  atom  bomb.  In  this  way 
we  hoped  to  express  to  the  people  our  regret  for  the  loss 
and  suffering  which  that  terrible  tragedy  brought  to 
them,  and  the  fear  it  brought  to  the  world. 

"We  asked  you  to  help  us  ...  by  contributing  money 
. . . So  many  of  you  did  help  us  that  we  were  able  to 
go  to  Japan  last  summer  to  live  and  work  with  the  people 
of  Hiroshima.  Homes  were  built  for  four  families — good 
homes  that  now  beiong  to  the  City  of  Hiroshima  and  are 
occupied  by  twenty-seven  people  who  had  been  without 
homes  for  more  than  four  years.  They  are  grateful  to 
the  people  of  America  who  did  this  for  them.  All  the 
people  of  Japan,  including  the  Emperor  and  members  of 
the  Diet,  know  about  these  houses  . . . Since  3800  home- 
less families  applied  to  the  city  Housing  Authority  for 
these  four  houses,  we  did  not  do  much  to  relieve  the 
housing  shortage  which  has  become  Japan's  greatest  relief 
need;  and  just  as  the  physical  need  continues  great,  so 
does  the  need  for  understanding  and  goodwill. 

"This  summer  we  will  go  again  to  Hiroshima.  Not  only 
do  we  plan  to  build  one  or  more  'Model  Homes’  for 
families  but  also  a much-needed  surgical  wing  for  the 
admirable  little  Memorial  Hospital.  (This  hispital  is  part 
of  the  World  Peace  Center’  in  Hiroshima,  a project  which 
has  the  official  backing  of  the  Japanese  government.  It  is 
the  project  being  developed  by  Reverend  Kiyoshi  Tani- 
moto.) 

"We  are  writing  again  to  ask  if  you  will  help  us  this 
year?  Any  contribution  will  help  a great  deal  and  it  will 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  us  and  by  the  people  of  Japan 
— who  in  spite  of  the  losses  of  the  war,  now  look  to 
America  for  friendship  and  aid  . . .” 

Floyd  Schmoe,  Director  Houses  for  Hiroshima 

Friends  Center,  3959  - 15th  N.E. 

Seattle  5,  Washington 
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ADDRESSED  TO  CHRISTIANS  - BOOK  REVIEW 


*Ross,  Floyd  H.,  Addressed  to  Christians:  Isolationism 
vs  World  Community,  Harper  & Brothers,  New  York,  ’50. 

This  book  is  an  eloquent  appeal  addressed  to  professing 
Christians  asking  that  they  abandon  all  presuppositions  of 
special  chosenness,  of  finality,  and  of  a unique  Christian 
revelation  in  Christ  in  the  interests  of  clearing  the  path 
toward  the  achievement  of  world  community.  There  are 
several  things  which  commend  this  work  and  make  it 
worthy  of  our  consideration.  First,  it  raises  questions  that 
need  more  adequate  resolution  as  our  knowledge  of  the 
East  and  the  other  great  world  religions  has  advanced. 
Second,  it  drags  a well-known  skeleton  out  of  the  Chris- 
tian theological  closet,  the  Jewish-Christian  belief  that  we 
are  the  true  Israel,  the  chosen  people  of  God.  The  thread 
of  this  belief  is  traced  from  the  beginnings  of  Christian 
community  through  the  early  centuries  of  church  history 
down  to  the  Reformation  and  into  contemporary  circles 
of  theological  thinking. 

Anyone  who  has  had  contact  with  the  Student  Christian 
Movement,  the  ecumenical  movement  via  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  and  its  conferences  and  publications,  or 
the  work  of  various  Christian  missionary  bodies,  will 
appreciate  that  something  more  fundamental  is  required 
if  (a)  the  integrity  of  other  religious  traditions  and  cul- 
tures is  to  be  respected,  and  (b)  the  true  genius  of  Chris- 
tianity is  to  be  brought  into  the  proper  focus  in  respect 
to  these  differing  religions,  it  is  also  helpful  to  be 
reminded  that  an  exploratory  attitude  is  to  be  desired  in 
place  of  defensiveness  and  a sense  of  superiority. 

This  review  cannot  pass  upon  the  numerous  theological 
positions  within  Christendom  that  are  quoted,  analysed, 
and  dismissed  with  respect  to  the  author’s  concern  for 
world  community.  Nor  can  it  deal  with  many  opinions 
and  judgments  which  are  peculiar  to  the  author  in  respect 
to  the  fields  of  Biblical  criticism  and  the  history  of  Chris- 
tianity. These  will  receive  treatment  by  those  better  quali- 
fied to  assess  their  accuracy  and  the  use  to  which  the 
author  has  put  them.  Certain  questions,  however,  may  be 
raised  concerning  the  analysis  and  concern  for  world  com- 
munity, the  relation  of  theology  to  devotional  life  and 
practical  duties,  and  certain  points  of  understanding  in 
respect  to  the  relation  of  Christians  to  those  of  other 
religious  traditions. 

One  is  unable  to  deal  adequately  with  the  desirability  of 
world  community  as  a means,  unless  one  raises  the  prior 
question  of  what  is  the  end  and  aim  of  man  in  this  world. 
If  this  end  is  to  love,  know  and  serve  God,  individually 
and  as  a worshipping  community,  in  order  that  the  King- 
dom of  God  may  grow  both  within  the  heart  of  man  and 
as  a leavening  principle  in  the  life  of  society,  then  world 
community  becomes  one  of  a number  of  more  or  less 
desirable  means  that  may  assist  individuals  and  com- 
munities of  men  and  women  to  achieve  this  goal. 

If,  however,  world  community  is  taken  as  the  goal  of 
one's  search  then  the  whole  analysis  suffers  a certain  dis- 
proportion. It  would  seem  that  world  community,  not  un- 
like pacifism  or  the  achievement  of  social  justice  in  the 
political  and  economic  realms,  is  essentially  in  the  nature 
of  a by-product  of  individuals,  or  of  a society,  or  of  a 
family  of  nations  putting  God  at  the  center  of  their  entire 
life  and  aspiration.  Can  this  be  done  without  accepting  a 
Christian  dogma,  a form  of  worship  and  ceremony  and  the 
resources  of  a particular  religious  tradition?  This  leads 
us  to  the  author’s  interpretation  of  what  is  universal. 

Floyd  Ross  seems  to  insist  on  pure  prophetism  in  reli- 
gion, the  emphasis  upon  interior  worship  as  over  against 
all  externalism,  organization  or  dogma.  He  tells  us  that 
life  is  not  a dogma  to  be  defended  but  a reality  to  be  ex- 
plored. This  interpretation  finds  an  echo  in  some  of  the 
expressions  in  current  use  among  Friends  such  as  "All  life 
is  sacramental’’  or  "Quakerism  is  a way  of  life  and  not 
a theology”.  The  author  would  extend  this  approach  to  all 
points  of  view  affirming  the  principle  "Every  history  is 


sacred  history.  Every  history  is  a gospel.”  Every  par- 
ticular or  parochial  aspect  of  a religious  tradition  will 
require  re-examination,  and  such  localisms  will  have  to  be 
relinquished  or  they  will  have  to  be  reconceived  or  trans- 
lated into  a wider  idiom. 

Now  this  concern  for  wider,  larger  perspectives  and  un- 
obstructed exploration  is  good,  especially  when  a man  finds 
himself  confined  within  a musty-smelling  room  that  needs 
fresh  air  and  sunlight,  but  it  does  not  escape  a dangerous 
vagueness  and  over-simplification  of  both  life  and  religion. 
There  is  a strong  tendency  for  most  of  us  to  find  it  easier 
to  love  our  enemy  or  our  nation’s  enemy,  especially  if 
they  are  at  some  distance,  than  it  is  to  love  our  neighbor, 
especially  if  he  also  professes  Christianity  with  certain 
theological  variations  of  which  we  do  not  approve.  The 
speculative  side  of  religious  thinking,  and  it  is  a respon- 
sibility which  cannot  be  shirked,  is  found  to  be  most 
fruitful  when  it  is  closely  linked  to  practical  down-to-earth 
duties,  where,  in  short,  it  encourages  us  to  sanctify  that 
portion  of  life  and  work  that  we  particularly  are  respon- 
sible for  carrying  out. 

If  in  our  quest  for  a "pure”  universal  spiritual  truth 
we  become  overly  concerned  with  a thoroughly  dialectical 
theology,  (i.e.,  "an  ongoing  criticism  of  all  working  assump- 
tions, alleged  absolutes,  and  conclusions  deduced  from  prior 
presuppositions”)  we  may  well  fail  to  take  proper  advan- 
tage of  the  many  helps  and  inducements  offered  in  and 
through  the  Christian  tradition  to  the  pilgrim  in  search 
of  God.  Otto  Karrer  has  written  in  his  Religions  of  Man 
kind : 

"We  are  inevitably  excluded  from  the  Divine  Reality 

and  must  wander  homeless,  if  we  will  not  grasp  it 

where  it  will  grasp  us,  namely  in  the  Revelation  by 

which  God  personally  manifests  Himself  to  us  as  this 

Reality.” 

The  author’s  attitude  toward  finality  and  absolutes  of  any 
description  is  reminiscent  of  John  Dewey’s  similar  position 
and  his  insistence  upon  growth  as  the  only  end  of  educa- 
tion. The  natural  question  of  "growth  in  what  direction?” 
inevitably  follows,  and  despite  the  truth  that  faith  and 
doubt  are  closely  linked  in  one’s  journey  toward  Truth, 
seeking  does  imply  finding  and  this  continues  within  a 
particular  religious  tradition  as  well  as  in  the  more  special- 
ized instance  of  thd  scientific  investigator  with  his  stress  on 
tentativeness  and  his  wariness  of  general  conclusions.  Con- 
tinued examination  of  theological  absolutes  is  necessary 
in  the  author's  sense  that  great  truths  have  to  be  assimi- 
lated anew  by  each  generation  in  terms  of  contemporary 
knowledge,  but  one  does  not  see  how  this  obviates  the 
need  for  specific  points  of  reference  and  commitment  for 
the  seeker  within  any  particular  culture.  The  organic 
realm  reminds  us  that  it  is  unwise  to  pull  up  the  promising 
tomato  plant  at  frequent  intervals  in  order  to  be  assured 
of  the  quality  and  growth  of  its  root  system.  It  augurs  ill 
for  the  harvest.  We  plant  and  water,  but  God  giveth  the 
increase. 

One  must  quickly  concede  the  seeming  partiality  and 
limitation  of  any  mode  of  written  or  verbal  expression  to 
which  the  author  continually  directs  our  attention.  There 
are  genuine  difficulties  of  understanding  here.  Yet  the 
universal  spiritual  truth  which  best  one  finds  in  the  saints 
of  all  traditions,  and  the  Christian  finds  preeminently  in 
Christ  and  in  His  relation  to  God,  grows  in  and  develops 
through  the  nourishment  of  a specific  religious  tradition 
employing  any  and  every  help  at  hand  in  the  worship  of 
God.  It  is  difficult  to  read  Isaac  Penington,  John  Wool- 
man,  or  Francois  de  Sales,  the  17th  Century  Catholic 
saint,  without  realizing  that  there  is  something  solid  and 
of  universal  spiritual  significance  that  transcends  the  re- 
spective theological  modes  of  expression  that  these  men 
shaped  and  molded  by  embodying  faith  and  love  in  con- 
crete living  reality.  The  substance  of  the  matter  is  a life 
given  up  to  the  doing  of  God’s  will,  a life  that  strives 
and  yet  is  lifted  far  beyond  its  striving  in  love,  purity  of 
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heart,  and  poverty  of  spirit,  a life  that  has  surrendered 
pride  and  self-will  and  in  all  its  endeavors  is  ready  to 
affirm  "Not  my  will  but  Thine  be  done”. 

It  certainly  does  not  follow  from  what  has  been  said 
about  the  importance  of  being  "at  home”  in  the  Christian 
tradition  that  this  implies  a superiority  of  this  religion 
over  all  others  irrespective  of  the  relative  factors  of  en- 
vironment, history  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  true  religious 
insight  and  its  resulting  life  in  society,  as  any  study 
reveals  periods  of  relative  sterility  as  well  as  of  fruitful- 
ness and  awareness  in  the  great  religious  traditions.  It 
does  mean  that  we  are  each  offered  great  resources  in  Chris- 
tianity and  if  these  are  by-passed  in  our  search  for  God 
it  may  be  questioned  how  earnest  and  thorough  we  have 
been  as  seekers. 

Russell  Freeman 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

Hubert  Peet  writes  from  England  to  the  Friends  Intel- 
ligencer an  introduction  for  Kenneth  Brooks  who  will 
be  coming  to  the  west  coast  this  summer.  Among  other 
assignments  he  will  be  a member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Whittier  Institute  of  International  Relations.  Hubert 
writes:  "He  is  at  present  organizing  tutor  for  Hereford- 
shire of  the  extramural  department  of  Birmingham  Uni- 
versity. He  will  be  known  to  some  of  you  already  as  he 
spent  1932-34  as  associate  in  romance  languages  at  Iowa 
University.  To  others  he  will  be  known  also  as  the  hus- 


band of  Helen  Peach,  who  while  still  bearing  that  name 
was  assistant  secretary  in  England  to  the  1937  Friends 
World  Conference  . . . 

"Kenneth  Brooks  after  being  secretary  of  the  Friends 
Industrial  and  Social  Order  Council  has  for  the  past  two 
years  been  its  honorary  secretary.  He  is  deeply  interested 
in  such  problems.  . . . While  in  the  States  he  hopes  not 
only  to  consult  with  the  A.F.S.C.  on  subjects  of  common 
interest  but  also  to  see  something  of  the  arbitration  work 
done  by  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  Washington 
and  of  personnel  relations  work  in  various  parts,  together 
with  the  social  and  community  work  of  Friends.  While 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  he  hopes  to  get  a close  insight  into 
work  in  race  relations  there.” 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

Another  visitor  to  the  United  States  is  introduced  by 
Bob  Luitweiler  through  the  organization  of  Peace- 
builders,  the  address  of  whose  working  Committee  in 
California  is  1109  Sterling  Ave.,  Berkeley,  Calif.  From 
Toulon,  France  comes  Robert  Monnayes,  now  a psy- 
chology student  at  the  Sorbonne,  with  experience  in 
"Service  Civil  International”,  in  work  camps  in  Sweden, 
England  and  Norway.  French  Friends  are  helping  with 
his  visit  and  after  landing  in  New  York  sometime  in 
April  he  will  work  at  Cornell  University,  in  the  co-op 
movement,  and  spend  some  time  in  Ohio  before  coming 
west.  Those  interested  in  getting  acquainted  and  pro- 
viding hospitality  should  write  to  the  Berkeley  address 
for  further  information. 

Garret  S.  Berry  (P.O.  293,  Caliente,  Nevada)  a 
retired  miner  on  a small  state  pension  has  found  the 
climate  unsuitable  for  himself  and  his  wife  and  is  look- 
ing to  California  for  "a  little  place  of  about  one-half 
acre,  away  out  in  the  country  in  the  foot  hills  . . . maybe 
with  a pond  or  a brook  on  it,  and  some  trees  on  it, 
where  I could  raise  a few  things  like  rabbits  and  chickens.” 
Unable  to  finance  an  exploratory  trip  he  is  compelled  to 
rely  on  suggestions  made  to  him  through  correspondence. 

'Jfi  % 

Peace  News  (3  Blackstock  Rd.,  London,  N.4,  England) 
reports  that  Rhys  Davies,  MP,  at  72  years  of  age  retained 
his  seat.  "His  success — an  11,858  majority  in  a poll  of 
38,376 — is  the  more  remarkable  because  he  belongs  to 
the  original  school  of  Socialists.  He  made  it  clear  to  the 
electors  that  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Military 
Conscription  or  Direction  of  Labour  . . . He  preached 
Peace  at  every  meeting,  and  the  Westhoughton  [from 
where  Rhys  is  elected]  people  can  have  no  doubt  as  to 
his  views  on  those  terrible  issues  of  war  that  emerge  with 
the  advent  of  the  infernal  new  instrument  of  destruction, 
the  H-Bomb.” 
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